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course, so far as the miners are concerned, is chiefly subconscious.
Shuff said that of course boys voted for strikes. They had not
had time to become accustomed to the danger, and the instinctive
reactions were very strong.
I got frightened about the opening of my novel " Mr.
Prohack " yesterday. But on reading it through I thought it
wasn't so bad.
London, Saturday, October 2yd.
George Sampson came to lunch at Reform on Thursday. Sas-
soon, with Jascha Heifetz violinist and his pianist. Something
distinguished about Heifetz. Very young. A gold collar-pin
and a pearl scarf-pin. I went with those three to a concert of
Josef Hoffman at 3 p.m. They said he was the finest pianist
in the world and that there was no good second. This is his
reputation in America. (They are both—Heifetz and his accom-
panist—markedly Americanised.) Hoffman certainly played
magnificently, but the programme was not a good one. I
thought of asking the three to come along here for tea, but
decided not to, in view of my interest in my novel.
Yesterday M. and I lunched with F. Swinnerton at Cafe Royal
to meet the St. John Ervines. This was quite excellent. I
dined with Reeves Smith at the Savoy to meet Sharper Knowlson1
and Dr. S. Knowlson decidedly better than his writing.
London, Sunday, October 24th.
" French Leave " by Reginald Berkeley at the Apollo Theatre,
last night. This is said to be a first play. Mechanical old
mistaken-identity farcical theme. But remarkably well treated
for a beginner. And the last act was the best.
Reading Repington's Diary (" The First World War "). It is
an inexcusable violation of confidences, but emphatically it is
" the goods ".
Four orators in Hyde Park. One : a sort of imitation working
man, old, on political themes. Good crowd. Extremely dull.
Two : an Oriental preaching Islamism in fluent English with
exaggerated R's. Extremely dull. Three: a young man
preaching I don't know what, though I listened several times.
Monotonous gestures. Extremely dull. Four : an evangelistic
scene. A little man with a big nose, and a group of attendants
1 Author of " How to Write a Novel", " The Art of Success ", etc.
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